
BURBAGE FALLEN OF THE GREAT WAR 

 

PRIVATE FRED NEWMAN 

Service Number: 17132 
1st Battalion Leicestershire Regiment 
Killed in action 19th December 1915, Aged 28 
White House Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium Grave I.E.4 
Burbage War Memorial  

 

Fred Newman was the youngest son of the ten surviving 
children of Stephen and Mary Ann Newman. He was born in 
1887 in the small village of Hulme, Huntingdonshire.   

At some time in the 1890s, the family left 
Huntingdonshire and moved to Hinckley. Stephen, the 
father, left his work as an Agricultural Labourer and found 
employment as a Railway Porter.  

In 1901, the family are living at 8 Dye Works Cottages, 
Rugby Road, close to the fathers employment at Hinckley 
Railway Station. The six remaining children were employed 
at Sketchley Dye Works, adjacent to the family home, and in 
the local Hosiery Industry. At the age of 14 Fred is a 
Warehouseman.  

By 1911, 28-year-old Fred and his two sisters are still at 
the same address and in the same employment. Before 
enlisting Fred was employed as a stockinger at the hosiery 
factory of G Botts and Sons in Hinckley 

There are no records of the date Fred enlisted but it is 
thought he may have enlisted sometime in early 1915. 
Thirteen weeks after enlisting he was posted to France. The 
Leicester Regiment were in many of the early battles around 
the Ypres region. On the day Fred fell, the enemy started a 
furious bombardment of all the trenches at Wieltje and all 
the villages up to the Poperinghe. This lasted almost 
continually for forty hours. Despite this, the loss of life was 
comparatively light. It was reported that from 5am on the 
19th until 12 midnight on the 20th December, three men were 
killed by shells and six died from gas. Fred Newman was one 
of these casualties.  

The news of his death was conveyed in a letter by a 
fellow comrade Lance Corporal Wragg. At 5.30am Fred was 
sat on a fallen tree with his respirator over his mouth. His 
comrades got him into the trench and laid him in a dugout. 
Having said he wanted to sleep they let him dose. At 
11.30am his comrades found he had passed away. 

Fred Newman’s name was later added to the side panel of 
the Burbage War Memorial, misleadingly under the men 
who had died from the effects of the War. It is believed that 
along with Privates Sidney Worthington and James Trevor 
Allen who also lived at the Dye Works Cottages and these 
were not in the centre of Burbage, the three names had 
accidentally been omitted at the original construction of the 
Memorial in 1921.   
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Figure 228 Headstone Pte Newman 

 

Figure 229 White Horse Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium 

 

Figure 230 1911 Census – Sketchley Cottages, Burbage 


